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	Title of Working Group
	Allergic bronchopulmonary aspergillosis in asthmatics
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	Name(s) of Coordinator(s) 
	Ritesh Agarwal, Arunaloke Chakrabarti, David W Denning
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	Objectives 
	1. Increase the awareness of ABPA among physicians treating asthma patients

2. Describe the global burden of the disease

3. Collaborate on issues related to epidemiology and pathophysiology

4. Collaborate on issues related to genetic susceptibility

5. Frame objective evidence-based consensus diagnostic criteria

6. Formulate a consensus management protocol

7. Issues related to heterogeneous presentation of disease with special reference to developed and developing countries
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	Achievements of the Working Group in last year (250 words)
	The working group has analyzed the burden of allergic bronchopulmonary aspergillosis in India and the paper has been published (Plos One 2014; 9(12): e114745)

The working group had made a call to evaluate new diagnostic tests and validate existing tests. Following this we have:

a. Validated the utility of serum galactomannan in ABPA (Mycoses 2015; 58(7): 408-412). In this study, serum galactomannan was evaluated in 70 patients with ABPA and the sensitivity of galactomannan was found to be only 27%

b. Evaluated the utility of IgE (total and A. fumigatus specific) in monitoring for response and exacerbations in allergic bronchopulmonary aspergillosis. In this study involving 81 patients with ABPA, it was found that the total IgE is a useful test in monitoring treatment responses in ABPA while A. fumigatus specific IgE has limited utility
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	Is your Working Group going to continue for the next three years?
	Yes


