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	PCR-based diagnosis of Dermatophytic infections: on the way to a consensus
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	Name(s) of Coordinator(s) 
	Michail Arabatzis, Yvonne Graeser, Vit Hubka
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	Objectives 
	As specified in the original application
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	Achievements of the Working Group in last year (250 words)
	Organization of a workshop session “Dermatological infections” at the 19th ISHAM Congress 2015 in Melbourne.
The group was represented in EADV Congress Vienna 2016 by one of the coordinators (presentation Mycotic infections of the scalp) as shown in the meeting scientific program and book of abstracts.

Furthermore the WG has encouraged a number of studies. (1) A proposal was made for a new taxonomy in dermatophytes published in Mycopathologia. 2017;182(1-2):5-31 (Toward a Novel Multilocus Phylogenetic Taxonomy for the Dermatophytes. de Hoog GS, Dukik K, Monod M, Packeu A, Stubbe D, Hendrickx M, Kupsch C, Stielow JB, Freeke J, Göker M, Rezaei-Matehkolaei A, Mirhendi H, Gräser Y.) and discussed at the ISHAM Workshop 29.-30. 10. 2016 “Developments in fundamental and clinical aspects of dermatophytes”, CBS, Utrecht, Netherlands. 
(2) A study comparing several PCR methods for the identification of dermatophytes in respect to sensitivity and specificity (Clin Microbiol Infect. 2016;22(8):735.e11–735.e17.). 
(3) In 2015, a proficiency test (external quality control for diagnostic routine laboratories) was developed for the “genome detection of dermatophytes”. This test is offered by Instand e.V. twice a year.  

	6
	Is your Working Group going to continue for the next three years?
	We would like to carry on for one more term.



