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	1. Title of Working Group

	Fungal PCR Initiative (FPCRI)

	2. Name(s) of Coordinator(s) with email addresses

	Juergen Loeffler (Head): Loeffler_J@ukw.de 

Lewis White (Laboratory): lewis.white@wales.nhs.uk
Mario Cruciani (Translational): crucianimario@virgilio.it

	3. Website URL for external website (if relevant)

	www.fpcri.eu

	4. Objectives and expected outcomes for the forthcoming year

	Set a standard for PCR for Candida, Mucorales, Pneumocystis, tissue detection of fungi and for detecting Aspergillus in BAL and undertaking corresponding systematic reviews of appropriate studies evaluating PCR in clinical cohorts. 

	5. Achievements of the Working Group in 2018 (250 words) 1-3

	Establishment of a programme to progress towards setting a standard for PCR for the 5 Laboratory working parties and a corresponding one for the 5 Clinical and Translational working parties for Aspergillus, Candida, Mucorales Pneumocystis and tissue detection of fungi involving 54 people from 19 countries in Europe, Australia and North America. 
All Laboratory Working Parties have established the necessary tools and infrastructure for the generation of specimen panels, internal QC of panels and their shipment to the group members. All 5 groups have shipped one or more blinded specimen panels to their respective working group laboratories. Panels were analyzed there, results returned and subsequently analyzed by the statisticians of the FPCRI group. Manuscript about detecting Aspergillus in BAL was finished in late 2018.
 The 5 Clinical and Translational working parties performed systematic reviews and meta analyses evaluating PCR in the corresponding clinical cohorts. 
At ISHAM 2018 in Amsterdam, the FPCRI was having a dedicated session with speakers presenting the history and latest activities of the group. In addition, an FPCRI satellite symposium was held at the ISHAM meeting 2018 where each working group was represented and gave lectures covering updates on their respective current results and achievements.
 The webpage of the group (www.fpcri.eu) was updated to strengthen the visibility of the group. 
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	7. Funding provided by ISHAM in the past 3 years (Budget and year)

	€ 8529.74


	8. Composition of the working group

	Number of working group members: 54 

Number of ISHAM members among WG members: 30


1 The achievement arising from the Working Group with acknowledge its status within ISHAM by explicitly including the phrase “ISHAM Working Group” in all public and professional publications, workshop programs, lectures, its website or similar activities.

2 Achievements of the Working Group include but not limited to the following:

· meeting/workshop/training course/symposium of the working group, 
· peer-reviewed publication, 
· presentation (symposium, oral or poster paper) from working group during ISHAM congress, 
· contribute material to the main ISHAM website and its regular newsletter. 

· Increase ISHAM members, strengthen link between ISHAM and working group, and enhance visibility of ISHAM.

3 Supporting information for achievements are welcome.

Please complete and return to Dr. Yee-Chun Chen (yeechunchen@gmail.com) by February 7, 2019
Reports will be placed on the ISHAM webpage （https://www.isham.org/working-groups）for the respective working group.
3

