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	Title of Working Group
	Isham working group on Malassezia
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	Name(s) of Coordinator(s) 
	Ad interim coordinator [until ISHAM 018] Dr. Teun Boekhout, Westerdijk Fungal Biodiversity Institute, Utrecht, The Netherlands.  
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	Primary email contact for Working Group
	t.boekhout@westerdijkinstitute.nl


	4
	Objectives 
	Exchange and coordinate fundamental, epidemiological, and clinical research on Malassezia;
Discuss and set clinical standards on e.g. diagnostics and susceptibility testing;  

Establish and maintain contact with the international Malassezia genome research consortium;
Write joint publications;

Organize meetings and sessions at congresses, etc. 
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	Achievements of the Working Group in last year (250 words)
	For various reasons, the previous coordinator, Dr. Aristea Velegraki, decided to quit as chair of the working group, and, hence, Dr. Teun Boekhout took over as ad interim chair. At ISHAM2018 a new chair will be appointed for the next three years. The working group has published a paper in Plos Pathology [Malassezia infections in humans and animals: pathophysiology, detection, and treatment. Velegraki A, Cafarchia C, Gaitanis G, Iatta R, Boekhout T. PLoS Pathog. 2015 Jan 8;11(1):e1004523. doi: 10.1371/journal.ppat.1004523] and several members have have co-authored other papers [e.g. Efficient identification of Malassezia yeasts by matrix-assisted laser desorption ionization-time of flight mass spectrometry (MALDI-TOF MS). Kolecka A, Khayhan K, Arabatzis M, Velegraki A, Kostrzewa M, Andersson A, Scheynius A, Cafarchia C, Iatta R, Montagna MT, Youngchim S, Cabañes FJ, Hoopman P, Kraak B, Groenewald M, Boekhout T.
Br J Dermatol. 2014 Feb;170(2):332-41. doi: 10.1111/bjd.12680

S]. At present we are working on a review to be published in Medical Mycology in 2018. The interim chair also participates in the genome consortium and is aiming for a closer collaboration between both groups. At ISHAM 2018 a working group session is anticipated with speakers from both. Also a one-day workshop pro/post ISHAM2018 will be held to set and coordinate the research priorities. Next to fundamental research questions also clinical standards on e.g. susceptibility testing and diagnostics, have to be elaborated. 
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	Is your Working Group going to continue for the next three years?
	Yes. We need to get our membership better organized and expanded, as well as have to improve interactions with e.g. the Malassezia genome consortium, but also dermatologists and infectious disease clinicians. 



