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	Objectives 
	The main goal of this Working Group is to stimulate basic and clinical research in several aspects of paracoccidioidomycosis (PCM), including the following topics:

1. Issues related to the serological diagnosis of PCM caused by the possible lack of antigenic identity between Paracoccidioides brasiliensis versus P. lutzii. 

2. Molecular genotyping of Paracoccidioides sp. via whole genome sequencing.

3. Investigation of the environmental sources of P.brasiliensis and P. lutzii in endemic areas. 

4. The possible existing differences among clinical forms of PCM caused by P. brasiliensis and P. lutzii. 

5.   The response to antifungal therapy of PCM caused by P. brasiliensis and P. lutzii.

6.    Stimulation of the paracoccidioidomycosis research in unexplored areas of the disease by promoting workshops and training for diagnosis. 
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	Achievements of the Working Group in last year (250 words)
	1. Drs. Zoilo Pires de Camargo and Rosane Hanh are conducting the production of a P. lutzii-specific antigen preparation that has been validated for serological tests 


(1-3) ADDIN EN.CITE . It is currently being tested in different medical centers. It looks promising to validate P. lutzii infections.
2. Dr. Maria A. Shikanai Yasuda and other ISHAM members participated in the II Brazilian Guidelines on Paracoccidioidomycosis for the management of patients infected by either species. This document will be submitted for publication in 2017 and presented during ISHAM2018. 
3. 54 Paracoccidioides sp. genomes have been sequenced, most of them due to specific collaboration under the umbrella of this ISHAM working group. Recent collaborations include Dr. Gustavo Giusiano (National University of the Northeast, Corrientes, Argentina) and Dr. Mireya Mendoza (Institute of Biomedicine, Caracas, Venezuela) 


(4) ADDIN EN.CITE .
4. The molecular identification of Paracoccidioides sp. in the environment is under the leadership of Dr. Eduardo Bagagli and, for the first time, we have identified P. lutzii in soil samples. Atypical soil-derived clones from P. brasiliensis were also identified and unexplored areas are under investigation 


(5) ADDIN EN.CITE . 

5. Educational seminars in three Northwestern Brazilian cities in 2015. Physicians, public health technicians and students participated in seminars on clinical management, serology and molecular diagnosis of paracoccidioidomycosis. 

6. The XIII International Meeting on Paracoccidioidomycosis will be held in Foz do Iguaçu (Brazil), October 22-24, 2017, chaired by Dr. Carlos Taborda.
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	Is your Working Group going to continue for the next three years?
	Yes
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